
	

	

Call	911	for	crimes	in	progress	

Call	619-531-2000	for	non-emergency	crimes	or	suspicious	activities	 

•  Lock	all	side	gates	 

•  Install	LED	lights	around	house,	either	dusk	to	dawn	or	motion	detectors	 

•  Post	a	“Beware	of	Dog”	sign	on	side	gate	(even	if	you	don’t	have	a	dog)	 

•  Post	a	“No	Solicitors”	sign	near	front	doorbell	 

•  Install	a	burglar	alarm	and	cameras	 

•  Set	lights	on	timers	for	inside	home	 

•  Ensure	that	no	valuables	are	visible	in	your	car,	including	electronic	cords	 

•  Share	crime	prevention	and	safety	tips	with	Nextdoor	neighbors	 

•  Install	lights	at	front	door;	clearly	mark	home	address	at	both	curb	(reflective)	and	front	door	 

Do	You	Think	There	Was	A	Break	In?	 

•  Call	911	if	you	are	at	home	and	think	someone	might	be	breaking	in	(SDPD	will	find	you	because	your	residence	is	
clearly	marked	and	lighted)	 

•  Do	not	go	in	or	call	out	if	you	return	home	and	suspect	someone	has	broken	into	your	home	or	a	strange	vehicle	is	
parked	in	the	driveway.	Go	to	a	neighbor’s	home	and	call	the	police	 

•  Keep	valuable	papers,	stocks,	bonds,	expensive	jewelry,	coin	collections,	etc.	in	a	bank	safe	deposit	box	or	in	a	
safe	at	home	that	is	hidden	and	bolted	to	the	floor	 

Daily	Procedures	 

•  Keep	all	doors	and	windows	locked,	even	if	you	are	just	leaving	for	a	few	minutes.	Use	pins	or	dowels	in	window	
and	patio	door	tracks	 

•  Lock	gates	and	make	sure	garage	door	is	closed	 

•  Don’t	leave	notes	on	your	door	when	you	are	away	from	home	 

•  Leave	a	spare	key	with	a	neighbor,	not	under	a	mat	or	plant	or	rock.	 

NEIGHBORHOOD	WATCH	SAFETY	TIPS	 



Solicitors	 

•  Do	not	open	door	to	people	you	don’t	know,	talk	through	the	door	and	let	them	know	you	are	not	interested;	if	
you	didn’t	invite	them,	they	are	solicitors.	Legitimate	people	will	have	a	card	from	the	SDPD	and	display	it	on	the	
front	of	their	clothing.	They	are	allowed	to	solicit	between	9:00	AM	and	8:00	PM.	 

•  Post	a	No	Soliciting	sign	to	prevent	them	from	bothering	you	in	any	way.	 

•  Never	let	a	stranger	enter	your	home	to	use	the	telephone.	Offer	to	make	the	call	yourself	in	an	emergency.	 

Protect	Your	Home	While	Away	 

•  Don’t	give	your	name,	phone	number	or	whereabouts	on	your	answering	machine	message.	Never	say	you	aren’t	
home.	Just	ask	the	caller	to	leave	a	message.	 

•  Don’t	leave	your	garage	door	opener	where	it	is	easily	accessible;	take	it	in	the	house	with	you	with	your	keys.	
Keep	your	vehicle	registration,	proof	of	insurance	and	any	other	papers	with	your	home	address	on	them	where	a	
criminal	won’t	find	them.	 

•  Don’t	give	maids,	babysitters	or	others	working	in	your	home	access	to	your	home	keys	or	alarm	codes.	 

•  Have	a	neighbor	pick	up	papers	or	flyers	or	deliveries	quickly.	 

•  Set	up	an	appointment	with	RSVP	to	check	on	your	home	while	away.	 

•  Be	sure	a	neighbor	knows	how	to	turn	off	your	main	water	and	gas	valves.	 

Things	Your	Burglar	Won’t	Tell	You;	How	Bad	Guys	Identify	their	Next	Victim	 

•  I	might	leave	a	pizza	flyer	in	your	front	door	to	see	how	long	it	takes	you	to	remove	it.	 

•  If	glass	is	part	of	your	front	entrance,	install	the	alarm	control	panel	where	it	can’t	be	seen.	 

•  Don’t	forget	to	lock	your	doors	and	turn	on	your	alarm	when	you	go	out.	 

•  Be	aware	of	contractors	or	service	people	working	nearby;	they	could	be	checking	out	your	home	also.	 

•  Do	you	really	think	I	won’t	look	in	your	sock	drawer,	bedside	table,	medicine	cabinet?	 

•  A	loud	TV	or	radio	can	be	an	excellent	deterrent;	put	it	on	a	timer.	 

•  Sometimes	I	carry	a	clipboard.	Sometimes	I	dress	like	a	lawn	guy.	I	try	not	to	look	like	a	burglar.	 

•  The	three	things	I	hate	the	most	are	lights,	loud	dogs	and	nosy	neighbors.	 

•  I	love	looking	in	your	windows	for	signs	that	you’re	not	home	and	see	what	kind	of	TV	or	gaming	system	you	
might	have.	 

•  I’ll	drive	or	walk	through	your	neighborhood	at	night	before	you	close	the	blinds	just	to	pick	my	targets.	 



	
	

	
	
	
	
Always	allow	dispatch	to	take	the	lead	with	their	questions.		When	possible,	please	try	to	have	as	much	of	this	
information	available	when	calling	the	non-emergency	call	center.		Knowing	in	advance	that	the	operators	will	ask	these	
questions	will	better	prepare	you	for	your	call	and	expedite	the	process	and	assistance.		If	there	is	a	threat	call		911	
	

ü Crime	Type		 _________________________	
	

ü Weapon	 _________________________	
	

ü Time	 	 _________________________	
	

ü Location	 _________________________	
	

ü Number	of	Suspects	 ___________________	
	
Vehicle	

ü Color	 	 ______________	
	

ü Model		 	 ______________		 Make	____________	
	

ü Body	 	 ______________	 Year	_____________	
	

ü License	Plate	 ______________	
	

ü Anything	that	stands	out;	dings,	rust,	broken	windows,	cracks	________________________	
	

ü Direction	/	Travel	 _____________________________________	
	
Suspect	–	to	determine	height	use	your	own	height	as	a	point	of	reference 
	
Race	 __________	 Sex	 ____________	 	 Age	 ___________	 Eye	Color	 ____________	
	
HT	 __________	 WT	 ____________	 	 Build		 ___________	
	
Hair	Color	 ______________	 Hair	Length/Style	 ___________	 Facial	Hair	 ____________	
	
	
Clothing	(top	to	Bottom)	_______________________________________________________________________	
	
Unique	Description	 	
Tattoos	(black	or	are	they	colored	where	are	they	located	on	their	body,	number	one	or	more)______________	
	
Scars	 ____________	 	 Braces	 _____________		 Eye	Glasses	 ____________	 	

	
	

********Remember	to	ask	for	a	“History	Incident	Number”	**********	

NON-EMERGENCY	CALL	“CHECK	LIST”	

SDPD:	619-531-2000	



 

 

 

 

 

SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT  

Police and Fire/Rescue Emergency  

Life threatening emergency or crime in progress: 9-1-1 

SDPD Non-Emergency: 619-531-2000  

Suspicious behavior, solicitors, noise complaint, report crime-not-in-progress. Obtain incident number. Report crimes not 
in progress online: www.sdpdfilemypolicereport.org/ 
Provide specific details. Most non-emergency, crime-not-in-progress reports are taken over the phone or online.  

Find the Police Division of your residence: https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/divisions 

CITY/COUNTY/AREA SERVICES 

Animal Shelter (SD County) www.sddac.com  

Code Enforcement www.sandiego.gov/ced/report  

Environmental Services www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services  

Graffiti Control Hotline www.sandiego.gov/graffiti  

2-1-1 San Diego www.211sandiego.org  

Poison Control (24 hour emergency) www.calpoison.org  

Street Division www.sandiego.gov/street-div  

Water & Sewer Emergency www.sandiego.gov/mwwd  

Aging and Independence Services www.sandiegocounty.gov/hhsa  

Homeless Services www.sandiego.gov/homeless-services  

SD Resources and Other Services www.sandiego.gov  

Crime Statistics and Alerts www.crimemapping.com  

Burn Institute www.burninstitute.org  

SDFD and Fire Prevention Bureau www.sandiego.gov/fire  

NEIGHBORHOOD	WATCH	RESOURCE	LIST	
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